[II:2 A] 


[O] It [presupposes] repentance, as Scripture has said, “He took a bag 
of money with him” (Prov. 7:20). 


[P] Said to him R. Joshua, “And lo, it is written, ‘[The smallest shall 
become a thousand and the least a mighty nation;] I am the lord; in 
its time I will hasten it’” (Is. 60:22). 


[Q] How does R. Eliezer deal with this verse? 


[R] It speaks of repentance, as it says, “And now, Israel, what does the 
Lord your God require of you, but to fear [the Lord your God, to 
walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the Lord your God with 
all your heart and with all your soul] (Deut. 10:12). 


[S] R. Aha in the name of R. Joshua b. Levi: “If you have merit, I 
shall hasten it, and if not, it will come only in its time.” 


[T] Once R. Joshua cited to R. Eliezer the verse that follows, R. 
Eliezer left the fray: “[The man clothed in linen, who was above 
the waters of the stream], raised his right hand and his left hand 
toward heaven; and I heard him swear by Him who lives forever 
that it would be for a time; and that when the shattering of the 
power of the holy people comes to an end all these things would be 
accomplished” (Dan. 12:7). 


On account of five matters were the Israelites redeemed from Egypt: 
Because the end had come, because of oppression, because of their 
outcry, because of the merit of the fathers, and because of repentance. 


[B] Because the end had come, as it is said, “In the course of those 
many days the king of Egypt died. And the people of Israel groaned 
under their bondage, and cried out for help, [and their cry under 
bondage came up to God. And God heard their groaning, and God 
remembered his covenant with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. And 
God saw the people of Israel, and God knew their condition]” (Ex. 
2:23-25). 


[C] Because of the oppression: “And God heard their groaning” (Ex. 
2:24). 


[D] Because of their outcry: “And God remembered his covenant” (Ex. 
2:24). 


[E] Because of the merit of the fathers: “And God saw [64a] the people 
of Israel (Ex. 2:25)”. 


[F] Because of penitence: “And God knew their condition (Ex. 2:25).” 


